THE EXHISTING POSSIBILITIES OF CHRISTIAN JOY"


..................................................(1 Peter 1:1-9)---(Topic-v.6, 8)





The readers of this letter were dominated but the thought of suffering.  Rome had just developed a new hard-line policy against christianity, and were begining to enforce those new laws locally!-(It operated like an inner-city MAFIA!)


	Peter answers the question of how to act in the face of 	overwhelming opposition by using the example of 	Christ, and how HE faced it....remember, Peter was a 	living eyewitness to it all!


This apostle was writting from what he called Babylon (Rome) around the year 64 A.D.  Paul had just been beheaded by Nero...and very soon Peter would be crucified....but instead of whineing, he gives them REASONS TO HAVE JOY!!!


(THE KEY THEMES OF HIS LETTER ARE: Hope, Grace, Mercy, Salvation, Love, Joy, Soberness, Humility, & Glory!)





(1)-THE MIRACLE OF SALVATION-(v.2)


	(a)...A Glorious Combination-(The Father & Son!)


	(b)...A Glorious Continuation-("Multiplied")





(2)-THE MIGHT OF PRESERVATION-(v.4)


"Incorruptable/Undefiled/Reserved/Unfading")





(3)-THE MANNER OF CONFIRMATION-(v.6-7)


"BE FOUND" is the EVIDENCE that brings JOY!!!


	  (Confirmation numbers on Internet Purchases)





(4)-THE MYSTERY OF GLORIFICATION-(v.8)


WHERE IS YOUR FOCUS THESE DAYS???  These believers needed to be happy in Jesus in spite of how rotten the world had become.....IT WILL GET MORE ANTI-CHRISTIAN!!!


