MOSES: "First steps in following God"-(Exo.4:18-31)


(Study-#17)


Up to this point, God had silenced all of Moses' objections 


and had severed all of Moses' opposition in Egypt.  During this study, we have examined 2 of the 3 phases in this great man's life: (#1)-1st 40 yrs. in ROYALTY/(#2)-2nd 40 yrs. in REJECTION/and now (#3)-last 40 yrs. of his life in RESTORATION!!!-(Restoring Israel & Moses)





   The first steps are the most difficult to take; and that goes 


   for anything!-(Toddlers/Marriage/buying a house/getting 


   saved, building a church!)....Moses has lived 80 yrs.before 


   he's ready for the FIRST STEPS!!!


Moses didn't hit the ground running because THE FLESH is never easily conquered!  (Paul said-"I die daily"!)





(1)-PARTING STEPS.......(v.18-23)


#PERMISSION FOR LEAVING-(v.18-"Let me go")


   Moses didn't just abandon his duties to think about 


   himself; he considered how his actions affected others!


#PROCRASTINATION IN LEAVING-(v.19-"go")


Columbus Day was Monday....but 1492 is in the bible!  The word "go" appears 1492 times...of which 121 in Moses' life in the book of Exodus!   


#POSSESSIONS FOR LEAVING-(v.20-"wife,sons/rod")


    In this, he is wanting what is PROPER & POWERFUL!!


#PRECEPTS FOR LEAVING-(v.22-23)


*The messages SOURCE-("the Lord")/SON-(Israel,Jesus)/


SERVICE("that they may serve me")/SLAYING-(1st born)





(2)-PROBLEMED STEPS.......(v.24-26)


There's a danger in first steps.  The problem in these verses is not God (ever!), but Moses' neglect to circumcise one of his boys.  Circumcision for the Jew was not some Trivial thing they could do without!!!  It wasn't a matter of the 10 commandments (they weren't given yet) but was given to Abraham half a millineum before!!!











God was going to kill Moses for this???  One would ask, "why would God not kill others who did this all the time"?


(God judges according to responsibility!)-The more fruit-bearing qualities we possess, the more thorughly we are pruned!  The finest rarest metals are exposed to the whitest heat!!!........The Surgeon going into the operating room is required to be much more cleaner and exact than ganitor!


      There are some places in life where TOLERANCES 


      are extremely small!-(ex.-In a computer, the electronics 


      are succeptable to only microscopic allowances!


*Moses wife had the attitude of Job's wife who said "Curse God and die"!  Because Zipporah had become a spiritual hindrance Exo.18:2 tells us that Moses sent her back to Midian!-(They were what we call....SEPARATED!!!) 





(3)-PURSUING STEPS.......(v.27-31)


Moses is now beginning the duties he's been avoiding.  Now  the important things are two-fold:  (1)-A Partner in the Job


                                                         (2)-Persuading the Jews


*Here in America we speak of "life, liberty, and the persuit of happiness".  The only way to find happiness is to take the FIRST STEPS in following God!








