"HOW TO MAKE A CHURCH GROW"...(Acts 2:1-12, 36-47)

"WHAT DOES THIS MEAN"???-(v.12)

In the last few years I've been asked by area pastors what we do different that's causing our church to grow.  I recieve dozens of mailings each year inviting me to seminars and workshops on gimmicks to grow congregations!-(bring-a-friend day, high attendance day, come-as-you-are day...etc.)  But what works at one church doesn't always work at another!

*A man once said, "The purpose of a church is not A church  

  building, but church building."


In nature itself if something's not GROWING then it is 
DYING!!!  If it's not moving forward then it's either 
standing still or going backwards!-("grow"-52 times!!!)

(Psalm 92:12-"The righteous shall fourish like the palm tree: he shall GROW like a cedar in Lebanon.")-(Eph. 4:15- ... "GROW UP into him in all things.")-(1 Pt. 2:2-"As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word that ye may GROW thereby.")-(2 Pt. 3:18-"But GROW in grace...")
(1)-THE DESICIONS THAT SHAPE OUR FUTURE-(1:14)

I've always felt that anything done in life should be planned with the future in view...(Rich Fool was self-centered plans!)


"Desicions shape the future!"-(Debt/Divorce/Disregard 
for the Law/ or the effects of Drugs on the body!)

Two years ago we made the prayerful desicion to build a new church building;  IT (IN ITSELF) WILL NOT CAUSE GROWTH, IT WILL MERELY PERMIT GROWTH."  Although aquiring property and buildings are major factors in sustaining growth patterns, we would be FOOLS to think that growth can continue within a church without the POWER OF GOD, the PRAYERS of his children, or PLANNING ahead!!!


 YOUR FUTURE is what you, under God, set out to do!  Before any of us can make a viable difference in this community, we must first realize WHERE WE ARE, WHO WE ARE, WHAT WE WISH TO BECOME, and WHAT WE MUST DO TO ACHIEVE IT ALL!!!


The desicions made by deacons, committees, teachers, and myself as your pastor should always be made with the future in view!-  Churches need to know their community, peoples needs, and the atmosphere of each service to avoid dumb mistakes!!!


A church cannot grow unless it strategizes its ministry!  No church can do everything...but we can at least do a few things well!!!-("he that is faithful in a FEW THINGS is also faithful in many things"!!!)
(2)-THE DOCTRINE THAT SAVES SINNERS!-(2: 37-41)

Churches can grow in number several ways: Transplants, word-of-mouth invites, birth of children...but always the BEST WAY is through the conversion of sinners!!!

(v.47-"...and the Lord added unto the church daily such as should be saved.")

#STRICT DOCTRINE---------("repent or perish")

#SUFFICIENT DOCTRINE-(no matter what the need)
#SATISFYING DOCTRINE-(it will bring joy to the 






repentant heart only!)

THIS DOCTRINE SAVES:  The poor/rich/sick/healthy/hungry

the fed/the dying & living/the ancient folks/ and the space aged!)....(Heb. 13:8-"Jesus Christ, the same yesterday and today and forever.")


How do you grow a church?  The answer is "YOU DON'T GROW IT....THE POWER OF THE GOSPEL DOES"!!!  (Matt. 16:18-"Upon this rock IIIIIIII will build MYYYYYYYYY church!!!!!!!!!")

(3)-THE DETERMINATION THAT STABILIZES OUR FOOTSTEPS-(1:14-"these ALL continued"-2:42-"continued stedfastly"-v.46-"continuing daily with one accord!")


Many will show up for the dedication of a new 
building...but the GREATER BLESSING will be to 
those who have STAYED WITH IT THROUGH ALL 
THE TOUGH TIMES!!!-(are you in & out???)

*If you payed your bills like you come to church you would have nothing!  If you ate like you come to church you'd die of anarexia!  PEOPLE AREN'T COMMITTED TO ANYTHING ANYMORE!!!!!!!!-(1 Peter 5:11-"...after ye have suffered awhile, make you perfect; stablish, strengthen, settle YOU-YOU-YOU"!!!)

(4)-THE DEVOTION THAT'S SINCERE IN FAITH!"WHAT DOES THIS MEAN"?-(v.12)
